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Liberal Senator for South Australia Sean Edwards will provide a submission to the 
Royal Commission into South Australia’s role in the nuclear industry urging 
governments to investigate the importation and recycling of spent nuclear fuel in 
order to generate cheap power and provide a major economic advantage for the 
citizens and businesses of South Australia.
 
Recycling is the process of separating used fuel into its components in order to 
recover unused uranium and plutonium for use as nuclear fuel. This can achieve a 
reduction of waste volumes by a factor of ten and allows for the generation of 
additional electricity.
 
There is a world-wide inventory of 240,000 tons of spent nuclear fuel increasing by 
around 12,000 tons per year. Over 50 countries currently have spent fuel stored in 
temporary locations awaiting reprocessing or disposal. Australia has the opportunity 
to capitalise on this growing market.
 
“South Australia has the opportunity to develop a nuclear energy industry, to take 
custody of spent nuclear fuel and to progressively recycle it,” Senator Edwards said.
 
“Not only would we be paid handsomely by international partners to do this, we’d 
have the opportunity generate plentiful, clean, baseload power for South Australian 
businesses and citizens,” he said.
 
“My submission is not to advocate for nuclear energy for the sake of power alone but 
as the centrepiece to a remedial economic strategy for South Australia.
 
“State Labor has tried unsuccessfully to tax its way to prosperity, making South 
Australia the highest taxed state in Australia.
 
“Instead, what South Australia needs is a transformative economic advantage,” 
Senator Edwards said.
 
“The revenues and electricity generated are directly dependent on the scope and scale 
of the nuclear industry we develop but there is the very real potential to earn enough 
revenue to replace the $4.4 billion in state taxes South Australians pay annually and 
to generate enough power to supply the entire state,” Senator Edwards said.
 
Electricity generated under this process would be fed into the National Electricity 
Market and customers will need to continue to meet the ongoing cost of maintaining 
poles and wires.
 
“Australia is already a nuclear nation. The Federal Government runs a reactor in 
suburban Sydney, 40km from the CBD,” Senator Edwards said.
 

http://web.archive.org/web/20110725013542/http://www.area-alliance.org/documents/base%20load%20power.pdf
http://www.thesciencecouncil.com/pdfs/PlentifulEnergy.pdf
http://www.world-nuclear.org/info/Nuclear-Fuel-Cycle/Nuclear-Wastes/International-Nuclear-Waste-Disposal-Concepts/
http://www.ne.anl.gov/About/reactors/ifr/What%20Is%20the%20IFR.25.pdf


“Economically, scientifically and environmentally the case has been made for 
Australia to seriously embrace a nuclear industry.

“The evidence over six decades is that nuclear power is among the very safest means 
of generating electricity. The risks are low and continue to decline.
 
“If we compare all major power sources, nuclear is by far the safest. Nuclear power is
safer even when everything is going wrong than coal is when everything is going 
right.
 
“Research by climate scientist James Hansen attributes nuclear power with 
preventing 1.8 million deaths due to air pollution and claims it could save 7 million 
lives in the next four decades.
 
“At the recent G20 meeting in Brisbane only two countries in attendance weren’t 
using nuclear power or preparing to use it – Australia and Italy. Yet Australia provides
uranium to most of the others,” Senator Edwards said.
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